368                 Anti-Theistic Theories.
What are the sun and stars, earth and ocean? What are living things, human bodies and human minds, human experience and human history? They are, Spinoza argues, modes of the attributes of God. Modes express the essence of the attributes as the attributes express the essence of substance. The modes of each attribute are necessarily finite in nature, because an attribute is not a substance, and therefore not infinitely infinite; but they are necessarily infinite in number, because each attribute has a real although particular infinity. Infinite thought must express Itself by an infinite number of ideas, and infinite extension by an infinite variety of magnitudes, forms, and motions. These modes constitute and compose the whole world of the senses and the whole world of consciousness. Man himself is but a combination of these modes. His soul is a mode of Divine thought, and his body is a mode of Divine extension.
I think this doctrine must be admitted to be devoid neither of simplicity nor grandeur. It has certainly been constructed with wonderful architectonic skill. God is the one and all. He is the infinitely infinite, the only substance. From this substance necessarily proceeds an infinity of particular attributes. From each attribute necessarily proceeds an infinite number of finite. These modes constitute what is called the universe. There Is